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i This Guide refers to 4REA4 Controller software V1.30+ 

 

Please read this guide in conjunction with the 4REA4 Getting Started Guide for details of 
4REA4 hardware setup and connections. 

 
Before starting please check www.digico.biz for the latest 4REA4 firmware, software and 
documentation. 
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1. IMPORTANT  -  Read before starting 

1.1 System operating firmware 

The function of 4REA4 is determined by the operating software that runs it. Software is updated 
regularly as new features are added and improvements made.  

Before attempting to use the APAD App, visit www.digico.biz Support Downloads section to download the 
latest available version of 4REA4 firmware and Controller software.  

4REA4 Firmware is updated using the 4REA4 Controller application. 

 

NOTE: Once the 4REA4 is updated and restarted, all connected peripheral devices (A-Control and I/O 
boxes) will automatically be updated as required. 

The procedure is as follows: 

1. Connect your controller computer with an ethernet cable to one of the 4REA4 network ports (front 
or rear or via an ethernet switch) 
Ensure that your controller computer has a compatible IP address to connect to the 4REA4 
The default 4REA4 IP Address is 192.168.1.70 with Subnet Mask 255.255.255.0 and Gateway 
192.168.1.254 
Your controller computer could, for example, be set to 192.168.1.200 with Subnet Mask 
255.255.255.0 
 

2. Install and run the 4REA4 Controller software 
To Install - Extract the content of the downloaded ZIP file to a folder on your Controller computer 
Close any existing instances of 4REA4 Controller Software 
Run the 4REA4 Controller Installer application and follow the on-screen instructions 
 

3. When the Controller application is installed and running, click on the System button in the top left 
bar and you should see the view in the picture above. 
 

4. Your 4REA4 unit should appear in the Connect To box on the left of the screen ï click this entry. 
Details of current and available firmware will be displayed along with a button to start the update. 
 

5. Click the update button, follow any on-screen instructions and wait for the process to complete. 
The 4REA4 will automatically restart during the upgrade procedure. 
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1.2 Software licence agreement 

By using 4REA4 you agree to be bound by the terms of the relevant End User Licence Agreement (EULA), a 
copy of which can be found at http://www.digico.biz/docs/about/legal.shtml. You agree to be bound by the 
terms of the EULA by installing, copying, or using the software. 

 

1.3 Further information 

Please refer to the DiGiCo website for further information, knowledgebase and technical support. For more 
information on 4REA4 hardware, system setup and connections please refer to the Getting Started Guides 
available for download at www.digico.biz.  

 

1.4 Overview 

Connecting the Controller Application to you 4REA4 

After installing the relevant 4REA4 Controller software from the downloaded upgrade package (see above ï 
4REA4 VX.X Installer.exe for Windows or 4REA4 VX.X.dmg for Mac) on your computer. 

Connect your computer with an ethernet cable to one of the 4REA4 network ports (front or rear or via an 
ethernet switch) 

Ensure that your controller computer has a compatible IP address to connect to the 4REA4 

The default 4REA4 IP Address is 192.168.1.70 with Subnet Mask 255.255.255.0 and Gateway 
192.168.1.254 

Your controller computer could, for example, be set to 192.168.1.200 with Subnet Mask 255.255.255.0 

Run the 4REA4 application and click on the System button in the top left corner. 

The connected 4REA4 should appear on the Connect To list - If this entry is not displayed, please check 
your network settings. 

Click the Connect button leaving the yellow highlighted button as Pull settings from unit ï wait until the 
connection process is complete and you will see confirmation message and a green icon appear next to the 
System button ï now click the Main button in the top left corner to proceed with configuration. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.digico.biz/docs/about/legal.shtml
http://www.digico.biz/


 4REA4 Controller Software User Guide 4 V1.30 

 
 

Engine Configuration - Input Channels & Busses 

¶ The 4REA4 A-Core Engine offers 128 Input channels and 48 configurable busses plus 4 Stereo 
Area Output busses and 4 Stereo Solo busses. 

¶ The configurable busses can be used as Groups, Auxes, FX Sends and Matrices. 

¶ All of these buss types can be Mono or Stereo and a Stereo buss counts as 2 busses from the 48 
buss total. 

¶ Mono busses can only be added or removed in pairs 

¶ The audio engine runs at 96KHz and doesnôt have an option for any other sample rate. 

Control 

¶ The 4REA4 Controller Application which can run under 64 Bit Windows or Mac 

¶ A-Control hardware devices ï A-Control 8, A-Control 6 and A-Control 1 ï these can control 
functions such as faders, mutes, solos, aux sends. 

¶ The òAPADò iPad Application ï this can control all of the standard channel functions including gain, 
EQ and Dynamics. 

¶ External GPI triggers from the onboard GPIO ports or the external GPIO unit. 
 

Note: The system is capable of being controlled by up to 64 maximum networked devices with limits on 
each of the A-Controller types of 16 i.e. You could have a maximum of 16 A-Control 6 within the 64 limit, 
except for the A-Control 1 which has a limit of 32. 

I/O Devices 

NOTE: When using DMI cards and SD Rack (Local) cards in 4REA4, please note that these cards cannot be 
ñhot swappedò. Please power down the 4REA4 when inserting or removing these cards 

A3232 and AStar 

¶ A168 Stage Box offering 16 Analogue Mic Inputs and 8 Analogue Line outputs 

¶ A164 Wall LCD offering 16 Analogue Mic Inputs and 4 Analogue Line outputs 
 

These are connected via the 4 onboard A3232 ports which can be used singly or as two redundant pairs 

Alternatively, they can be connected via the AStar port and AStar unit which provided 4 x A3232 Ports in a 
remote location. 

NOTE: Although the 4REA4 has two AStar ports these can only be used at the same time as a 
redundant pair connected to two AStar units. 

A168 and A164 Wall units can be used in Redundant mode or ñCascadedò in series on a single A3232 port 
provided that their socket count doesnôt exceed 32 Inputs and 32 Outputs 

Eg You could connect 2 x 168 devices in cascade mode on a single A3232 port to provide 32 Inputs and 16 
Outputs. 

Local SD Rack Cards 

There are 3 SD Rack card slots on the 4REA4 and these can be populated with Mic Input cards (inc 32 bit 
version), Analogue Output cards (inc 32 bit version), AES Input cards, AES Output cards and combined AES 
I/O cards. 

NOTE: 32 Bit DAC Cards require card firmware version V16+ to function correctly in 4REA4 ï at the time of 
4REA4 V1.0 release this version of card firmware is not standard for 32 Bit DAC cards used in SD-Racks. 

Please contact support@digiconsoles.com for details of the firmware update procedure 

DMI Cards 

There are 4 DMI card slots on the 4REA4 and these can be populated with the following DMI card types in 
Release V1.31 

¶ MADI B or C 

¶ Dante (Note: This is a 32/32 I/O device as it is running at 96KHz) 

¶ Dante 64@96 

¶ Aviom 

¶ ADC 

¶ Mic 

¶ DAC 

¶ AES 

¶ Waves (Note: There is no control of Waves Multirack from the 4REA4 ï this is an I/O only device) 

¶ DMI Optocore 

 

mailto:support@digiconsoles.com
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ALSO NOTE: In Release V1.31 the following DMI cards are not supported 

¶ DMI AMM 

¶ DMI ME & DMI 3232 

1.5 Important Notes for System Administrators 

User Logins 

When the 4REA4 Controller application is connected to the 4REA4 itself, a user can log into it as an 
Administrator with a pre-defined password and be allowed to control any/all of its functions. 

The person using this Administrator Login will be responsible for setting up other User Logins and giving 
them permissions to control any/all of the functions. 

Logically, at least 4 users will be created to control one of each of the 4 Areas. 

The most important thing to note is that the Administratorôs method of allocating functionality to different 
Area users is determined by the channels that are included in each of the Areas. 

The buttons at the top of the Controller application labelled Area 1,2,3,4 switch between the views that each 
Area user will see when they login and these Area users will not be able to select any other Area button than 
the one that they are permitted to use. 

NOTE: It is critical that, if an Area user is to be prevented from adjusting channels/busses being 
used in other Areas, that channels and busses are not duplicated in multiple Areas. 

If a channel/buss is duplicated in multiple Areas, then one Area user will be able to control that channel/buss 
even though it is also in use in another Area. 

There may be times where having control of a certain channel/buss in multiple Areas is useful but this 
should be carefully considered. 

Please refer to the Engine > Config > Area Manager (V1.10+ only) section of this manual for information 
on how to restrict area user access to specific channels and prevent channel assignment in multiple areas. 

In a setup using more than one Area, it is highly recommended that the Area Manager is carefully 
configured before proceeding with Strip Assignment for the individual Areas. 

 

Controller Channel Assignments 

Having established which channel & busses ñbelongò to a given Area, the Administrator is also responsible 
for ensuring that the channels/functions assigned to the A-Control units comply with the same rule. 

The 4REA4 is not aware of which Area an A-Controller is located in and therefore the A-Controller should 
only have channel/functions assigned to it that are relevant to its Area location. 

This assignment of channels is done via the 4REA4 Controller software and evidently the permission to use 
that assignment function should only be given to the Administrator and not the Area users themselves. 

A similar situation exists with iPad Controllers but the channel assignments for these are setup separately on 
the iPad itself. 

The Administrator will have to login to each iPad individually and ensure that the channel assignment for 
each Area is appropriate before allowing Area users to login to the iPad. 

Once this is done and an Area user logs in, they will be fixed into one Area and be unable to select any other 

Note: This Channel assignment cannot be done from the 4REA4 Controller software. 

The permissions that have been setup on the 4REA4 Controller for each user will automatically also be 
applied to the iPad when the user logs in. 

Once channel assignments have been established for the 4REA4 Controller application and the A-Control 
units and the iPad, the rest of the permissions for Area users must be considered. 
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Permissions 

If an Area user has logged in to the 4REA4 Controller software they should, as previously described, only 
see the channels that are relevant to their Area but they will also see all of the other options and functionality 
available across the entire engine eg I/O routing, FX parameters, session saving and loading etc. 

Using the Permissions system, any user can be prevented from accessing these functions and it will 
normally be advisable that they should be. 

As an example, a standard Area user should be able to control the audio parameters on their own channels 
and busses and assign any of these channels to their own busses but they should not, for example, be able 
to assign their channels to another Areaôs busses.  

On the 4REA4 Controller interface, this can be achieved by selecting the Mix function for a buss that is 
displayed for your Area and then using the channel faders on the channels that have been assigned to you 
as sends to that buss. If you canôt see a buss then you can send anything to it. If you canôt see a channel, 
you canôt adjust any of its parameters. 

Note: The Bussing section of the 4REA4 Controller displays all of the busses and channels and this should 
be locked out from standard Area users. 

Other sections of the 4REA4 Controller software that will probably need to be locked out from a standard 
Area user because there is a risk that they will interfere with other Areas are: 

¶ General engine configuration such as numbers of busses 

¶ General Buss assignment (as mentioned previously) 

¶ Changes to DMI card global setup parameters 

¶ General network configuration for the controller devices 

¶ Assignment of channels to an Area 

¶ Assignment of channels to an A-Control device 

¶ Switching of input channels from Mono<>Stereo (as this affects the entire engine setup) 

¶ Any I/O routing/patching inc Insert routing 

¶ CG membership and Mute Group changes 

¶ Selection of FX types to be used and the control of any FX parameters (apart from the send return 
levels to those FX) 

¶ Loading and saving of sessions as this affects the entire engine 

¶ Macro function editing 

¶ Definition of GPIO controls 

¶ Setup of Audio playback from onboard audio files 

¶ Setup of Source Selectors to use with the A-Controllers 

¶ Talkback setup to output busses 

¶ Input Channel and Buss delay settings 
 

Note: This is not a complete list but does contain the most important items. 
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2.1  User Interface 

4REA4 Controller software runs on Windows 64 bit or Mac computers and displays an overview of all 
channels in the selected Area. 

The audio processing and other parameters for these channels can be adjusted by selecting the relevant 
channel (outlined in yellow) and clicking on the Processing button. 
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2.2 Processing View 
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  Selected channel ï Displays the name, type and number of the currently selected channel. Click to 
edit channel name.  

A name can have up to 8 characters, however only the first 6 characters will be displayed in the fader strip 
display. To store a name for instant access later on, click a óquick nameô box and click Store. 

 Active Mix ï Displays the name, colour, type and number of the currently active Mix. If a CG Spill is 
active, the Mix name is surrounded by a red square. 

i Be aware of which mix is currently active. It is good practice to turn off the Mix button to return to the 
main mix once you have finished adjusting a mix. Click with the righthand mouse button on a mix buss 
channel to select/deselect that mix. 

 Main screen area ï Click any of the tabs at the top of the screen to open a specific processing block 
or page. Alternatively, tap on any of the areas described below to open any associated processing page in 
the main screen area. 

 Input Setup and Filters ï Displays the input meter and values for the Input Channel Gain, Trim, HPF 
and LPF controls. The HPF and LPF graphs are greyed out when the associated filter is off. The controls are 
hidden where not available, for example when a Mix channel or CG is selected.  

You can click on this area to select the preamp or filters when using the Copy/Paste/Reset or Listen keys. 

 Lower Area ï User assignable area, typically used for displaying the EQ parameters and/or response 
curve. Press the View key to toggle between the configured views.  

ḛ To configure, hold down the Setup key and click this area, drag the required views from the left to the 

right of the screen, click these to set any option or preference, then click Apply to confirm. 

i The Lower Area configuration is stored in the session, not in snapshot memories. 

You can tap on this area to select the EQ when using the Copy/Paste/Reset or Listen keys. 

The following views are available in this version of software: 

Multiband EQ Graph ï Full range EQ view. The individual effect of each band is shown as fill colours, while 
the overall response curve is shown as a yellow line. Frequency and gain values are temporarily shown 
when a setting is adjusted. 

 

Meters ï Scrollable meter-bridge display showing signal level, gain reduction, gate activity, channel names 
and colours. Can be set to display Inputs, FX Returns, Mixes or any of the 4 User Meter views. The tap-off 
point for the meters can be chosen for Input, Mixes and User views. 

 

 Soft Rotaries ï Displays the parameters for the assigned controls and meters or thumbnail graphs 
where applicable. Drag within the display area to toggle between the 3 available layers.  

Soft Rotaries can be set to follow channel selection, active Mix or to be locked to a specific channel. Their 
assignments and settings are stored in Snapshot memories. 

ḛ To configure, click the Setup button and click this area, drag the required selection from the left to the 

right of the screen, check for any option or preference, then click Apply to confirm. 
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The following displays are available in this version of software: 

 

Gate and 
Comp  

Gate with signal 
meter, graph, 
gain reduction 
meter, 
Threshold and 
Depth control; 

Compressor 
with signal 
meter (pre and 
post), graph, 
gain reduction 
meter, Ratio, 
Threshold and 
Gain control.  

 

Gate 

Signal meter, 
graph, gain 
reduction 
meter, 
sidechain 
graph, 
histogram, 
Threshold, 
Depth, Hold, 
Attack and 
Release 
control. 

 

Comp 

Signal meter, 
(pre and 
post), graph, 
gain 
reduction 
meter, 
sidechain 
graph, 
histogram, 
Ratio, 
Threshold, 
Gain, Attack 
and Release 
control. 

 

Snapshots 

Scrollable 
snapshot list. 
Click a 
snapshot to 
select.  

The selected 
snapshot is 
highlighted in 
blue.  

The Next 
Snapshot is 
highlighted in 
green. 

     

 

2.3 Copy/Paste/Reset, Setup, Solo and Preset buttons 

The functionality of these buttons is as follows: 

Copy ï Click the Copy button and then click any highlighted area of the screen to copy the settings of a 
specific processing block. A temporary message will appear at the bottom of the screen to confirm the 
operation. 

Paste - Click the Paste button and then click any highlighted area of the screen to paste copied settings. A 
temporary message will appear at the bottom of the screen to confirm the operation. 

Reset - Click the Reset button and then click any highlighted area of the screen to reset the associated 
parameters to factory default. A temporary message will appear at the bottom of the screen to confirm the 
operation. 

ḛ Setup ï Click the Setup button and then click any highlighted area of the screen to configure it. For 

example, click a display area to set up functions, views or controls. Switching from one display mode to 
another eg Processing to Bussing will display further setup options. 

Solo ï Click the Solo button and then click any highlighted area of the screen to solo the selected channel at 
that point in the signal path. The signal temporarily overwrites the Solo bus and associated meters. Press 
the Solo Clear button to cancel. 
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Preset ï Click to access the Presets library window for the current page. Presets let you store and recall 
settings for individual processing blocks such as EQ and Compressor and also for the whole Input or Mix 
channel. Input and Mix channel processing presets are accessed from their Overview page.  

The Presets window shows 3 types of Preset: Factory, User (stored in the 4REA4) and USB (stored in the 
USB key). Click to select a preset and use the buttons to Recall, Overwrite or Delete. Click Store New to 
store a new preset and use the keypad to type a name. Use the Utility / Memory / Preset Manager to 
organize or transfer your Presets. 

2.4 Bank view 

The Bank view provides an at-a-glance overview of all channels assigned to the active fader Bank and 
Layer. It follows both channel selection and Layer selection, so that it always displays the channels you are 
working on. 

The Bank view can be used with the Copy/Paste/Reset and Listen keys, for example for copying a single 
processing block to one or multiple channels. See Section 3.2 for details on using these keys. 

 

Input channels ï Displays name, source type, input meter, gain, +48V and polarity, gate graph, filters, EQ 
graph, compressor graph, pan and channel meter. 

  Click on a channel to select. The selected channel is highlighted in yellow. 

  Click on a processing block within a selected channel to open the associated page. 

  Pull down the name of a selected Input channel to display details of the sources such as socket 

numbers. Pull / swipe down again to restore the normal view. Use the Routing or Processing / Input Setup 

screen to patch sources. 
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CGs ï Displays name, members (assigned channels) and whether the óFader to Zero dBô option is enabled. 
Use the Bussing screen to assign channels. 

Mix channels ï Displays name, Ext Input, meter (pre-processing), polarity, EQ graph, compressor graph, 
and channel meter (post-processing). 

  Scroll the list up or down if the members are too many to fit in the strip. 

Pull down the name of a selected Mix channel to display details of the Ext Input source such as socket 

number. Pull down the name again to restore the normal view. Use the Routing or Processing / Ext In 

screen to patch sources. 

2.5 Overview 

The Overview page provides an at-a-glance view of all processing for the selected Input or Mix channel. 
Click a section to open the related page.  

Press the Preset button while on the Overview page to access the Channel Presets. Enable the Recall 
Input option to include input socket settings when recalling the Preset. Channel Presets do not store routing, 
levels or assignments. 
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Input channels  

 Input ï Displays the Input source, Gain and Digital Trim. Icons show 48V phantom power and polarity 
setting.  

 Processing ï Thumbnail graphs of Filters, EQ, Gate and Compressor complete with sidechain. EQ 
and filter curves display dim when switched Out. Dynamics display grey when switched Out. 

  Insert ï Assignment and bypass status are shown for the two Insert points. 

  Delay ï Shows the setting for the selected channel. 

 

Mix channels  

 

  Ext In ï Displays the External Input source, Gain and Digital Trim. Icons show 48V phantom power 
and polarity setting.  

  Processing ï Thumbnail graphs of EQ, GEQ and Compressor complete with sidechain. The EQ 
curve displays grey when switched Out. The compressor graph displays grey when switched Out. 

  Insert ï Assignment and bypass status are shown. 

  Delay ï Shows the setting for the selected channel. 
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2.6 Input Setup 

The Input Setup page provides access to the Input Channel source patching and other Input settings.  

 

  Source Select ï Open the drop-down menu to choose which source to patch to the channel, click the 
Socket box then drag the mouse over the value to select the required socket or number, then click Apply.  

Sources that can be patched include Local I/O sockets, DMI card sockets, 3232 device sockets, internal 
stereo file playback, Group outputs, Matrix outputs, Aux outputs, Area Outs, Solo channels, the output of 
built-in effects (Rack FX), and the Signal Generator. 

  Socket Input ï If the patched source is a Mic/Line XLR input then its gain controls are shown. These 
provide remote control of the input gain circuit located at the socket. Pad switches in a 20dB input attenuator 
on relevant sockets, and the combined Gain + Pad value is shown in the Gain box. Click and hold the 48V 
button for 1 second to enable or disable phantom power.  

Enable the Snapshot Recall Safe option to make the Gain, Pad and 48V settings safe from Snapshot Recall. 
This can be useful when splitting the same mic preamp to two or more channels. 

  Gain Option ï Lets you choose whether the fader strip rotaries control the Socket Gain or channel 
Trim when in Gain mode. Turn on Gain on Channel Strip for normal operation. Turn it off to prevent 
accidental Gain changes in situations where the same preamp is shared between different Areas. When off, 
the dedicated Gain rotary control is disabled and a warning pop-up appears any time the Gain setting is 
adjusted on screen. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Input Setup screen to access a global setting for disabling Gain on 

Channel Strip. This affects all channels.  

  Trim ï Trim provides +/- 24dB control in addition to the Socket Gain or when the source does not 
have a preamp (for example inputs from a digital source). Trim is part of the channel, not the preamp, and is 
therefore useful in situations where the preamp is shared between two areas.  

When Gain Tracking is activated, Trim automatically changes to compensate for gain changes.  

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Input Setup screen to define a Gain Tracking channel range. This 

allows the operator to quickly enable or disable Gain Tracking across a range of channels. 

A post-Trim signal meter is shown. Polarity toggles normal and reverse. 
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2.7 Ext In 

You can assign an external input to any Mix channel, for example for bus summing, combining console 
outputs, or external communications. The Ext Input sums with the Mix channel pre-insert and is affected by 
the Mix processing and fader.  

Open the Source Select drop-down menu to choose which source to patch, click the Socket box then hold 
and drag the mouse to select the required socket or channel number, then click Apply. Socket Gain and 
Trim controls are shown in this page when an Ext In is assigned. 

2.8 Filter 

The Filter page provides access to the HPF and LPF filters.  

 

  Graph ï Click and drag the HPF (orange) or LPF (magenta) dots to adjust the filter cut-off frequency.  

  HPF ï The frequency for the High Pass Filter is adjustable from 20Hz to 2kHz, and the Slope can be 
selected from 12dB/octave to 24dB/octave. Two filter types are available: Butterworth (optimized frequency 
response) and Bessel (optimized phase response). 

  LPF ï The frequency for the Low Pass Filter is adjustable from 20Hz to 20kHz. The slope is fixed 
12dB/octave. 
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2.9 Gate (Ducker) 

This page provides access to the Input channel Gate settings and sidechain filter.  

Press the Presets button to access the Gate presets. This includes the option of a channel Ducker to 
replace the Gate. 

 

  Key Input ï Click the Key Input Source box to open a window for selecting the Key (trigger) input to 
the Gate. An adjustable HPF and LPF filter can be switched in to limit the frequency range of the Key signal. 

  Histogram ï Shows Gate activity over time. 

  Gate Settings ï Click and drag in the graph or click and drag on a parameter box to adjust.  

Threshold sets the level at which the gate opens to let the signal through. The meter on the left lines up with 
the graph and shows the signal at the input to the gate. The gain reduction meter on the right shows when 
the gate is closed. Depth sets how much the signal is attenuated when the gate closes. Attack, Hold, 
Release set how fast the gate opens when the signal rises above the threshold, how long it is held open 
after the signal falls below the threshold, and how long it takes to attenuate after it closes. 
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2.10 Inserts 

You can insert external equipment, external plugins, or one of 16 internal Rack FX units into a channel. Input 
channels provide two Insert points (post Gate and post EQ/Comp). 

 

  Insert Settings ï Click In to switch the inserted device in circuit. Click Unassign to clear the current 
Insert assignment. 

  Insert Patch ï Use the drop-down menus to assign the Send and Return to physical sockets, I/O 
Ports or FX units. Click and drag the boxes to select socket or number. Click Apply to confirm. 

If an internal Rack FX is assigned, the controls for the device are displayed in the Insert screen for 
convenience, together with a button to access the FX Presets and a Dry/Wet control to adjust the balance of 
direct and effected signal.  
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2.11 EQ 

The Parametric Equaliser provides 4 fully adjustable bands of equalisation. It can be adjusted using the 
mouse on the graph by clicking and dragging the parameter values.  

ḛ Click Setup and then click the navigation tabs area to access channel options including the processing 

order of EQ and Compressor. The default order is EQ first, Compressor next. You can invert the order on a 
per channel basis or globally.  

i The EQ/Comp order for each channel is stored in Session files. It is not stored in snapshots. 

ḛ Click Setup and then click anywhere in the EQ screen to access the Global channel EQ options the 

frequency range for the 4 bands may be set globally for all Input or Mixes to be limited or Full Range. 

 

  Graph ï Click and drag the 4 band dots to adjust their centre frequencies. Click and drag the HPF / 
LPF dots to adjust their cut-off frequencies. The overall frequency response curve is highlighted when the 
EQ is switched in and dim when switched out.  

  EQ Settings ï Frequency sweeps the shelving, centre or cut-off frequency for each band. Width  
adjusts the width in octaves of the bell shaped EQ band. Gain allows up to +/-15dB boost or cut for each 
band. The LF and HF EQ bands can be set as shelving, bell shaped or low/high cut 12dB/octave filters. 
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2.12 GEQ 

A 28-band 1/3 octave Graphic Equaliser is provided on each of the Mix outputs. It can be adjusted using the 
mouse.  

 

  Graph ï The top part of the screen shows the combined frequency response curve of the GEQ. The 
curve turns green when the GEQ is switched in and grey when switched out. An RTA of the SOLO signal 
with optional peak band indication is also superimposed on the graph.  

i Make sure the SOLO source is related to the selected channel (typically the very same channel or a 
separate measurement microphone). 

  GEQ Sliders ï Click and hold a frequency slider to select and drag it up / down  

  GEQ Settings ï Click GEQ Fader Flip to control the GEQ with the faders in the main and upper 
overview displays. The fader strips and their displays show the settings of the GEQ frequency bands, while 
the right-hand fader becomes the master for the selected Mix and the fader strip meters display the RTA for 
the currently selected SOLO. Press GEQ Fader Flip again to toggle between frequency ranges and back to 
normal mixing.  
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2.13 Compressor 

This page provides access to the channel Compressor settings and sidechain filter.  

ḛ Click Setup and then click the navigation tabs area to access channel options including the processing 

order of EQ and Compressor. The default order is EQ first, Compressor next. You can invert the order on a 
per channel basis or globally.  

i The EQ/Comp order for each channel is stored in Session files. It is not stored in Snapshots. 

 

  Side Chain ï Click the Key Input Source box to open a window for selecting the Key (trigger) input 
to the Compressor. An adjustable HPF and LPF filter can be switched in to limit the frequency range of the 
Key signal. 

  Compressor Settings ï Click and drag in the graph or click a parameter box and use the screen 
rotary to adjust.  

Threshold sets the level at which the compression starts. The meter on the left lines up with the graph and 
shows the signal at the input to the compressor. The gain reduction meter on the right shows how much the 
signal is being compressed. Ratio sets the amount of compression when the signal exceeds the threshold. 
A ratio of 1:1 means no compression. Set Ratio to óInfinityô to use the compressor as a limiter. Gain is the 
make-up gain to compensate for the drop in overall volume after compression. Soft Knee adds compression 
gradually with gentler ratio as it approaches the threshold. Attack and Release control how fast the 
compressor pulls back the signal when it exceeds the threshold and how long it takes to let go when the 
signal drops below the threshold. 

  Compressor Histogram ï Shows Compressor activity over time. 
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2.14 Delay 

The delay settings for all the channels or mixes are shown on this page, with the currently selected channel 
highlighted. Use the mouse to change its value or click and drag on another parameter box to adjust the 
delay for a different channel. Click the In buttons to toggle the delay in or out. Input delays can be adjusted 
up to 340ms, Mix delays up to 680ms. 

 

ḛ Click Setup and then click anywhere in the Delay page to access the unit and temperature preferences 

for the Delay. The default unit is ms but can be changed to metres, feet, or samples. This can be changed 
globally for the Input channels and for the Mix channels. Enter the ambient temperature if using distances so 
that 4REA4 can compensate for the effect on delay. 
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3. Main screen 

 

3.1 Main User Interface  

Note that the Mix selection buttons on each channel determine the functionality of the channel faders and 
the channel strip On/Off buttons. 

By default, the Mix button is selected for the current Areaôs Area Out Buss and this means that all other 
relevant channels typesô fader and on/off buttons will be assigned to mix to that Area Out. 

For example, to send an input channel to the Area Out, ensure that the Mix button is pressed (red highlight) 
for the Area Out channel. Either left click the Mix button in the channel on the lower expanded view or right 
click the Mix button in the upper section overview. 

Now press the On button on the relevant input channel and move the fader up. 

Pressing the Mix button on other output channel types eg Group or Aux will assign the faders and on/off 
switches to that mix so, for example, if an Aux Mix was selected as the Mix target, the channel faders would 
be assigned as Aux Sends and the channel on/off buttons would be Aux Send on/off. 

If a Mix button is selected on an input channel, the faders on the relevant output channels (eg Aux busses) 
will display and control the level of that input channel being sent to each of those busses. 

See the table below for details of possible mix selections and signal paths. 

 

Channel Type Can be sent toé. Can receive fromé. 

Input Group/Aux/FX/Area Out Group/Aux/Matrix/Area Out/Solo 

Group Input/Aux/FX/Area Out/Matrix Input/FX Return 

Aux Input/Matrix Input/FX Return/Group 

FX N/A Input/FX Return/Group 

Area Out Input/Matrix Input/FX Return/Group 

Matrix Input Group/Aux/Area Out 

FX Return Group/Aux/Area Out N/A 
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  Main & System Buttons ï Toggles UI view between the main view shown above and the system 
view which provides settings related to the system, such a USB drive location and 4REA4 connections 

  Bank Navigation ï Displays banks 1, 2 and 3, each bank can be selected to bring it to the main bank 
view.  

  Main Bank View ï Displays a single enlarged bank for easy access to faders and various functions, 
layer selection buttons can be found in the bottom right. 

  Snapshots Panel ï Displays the selected snapshot in the bottom left and the next snapshot in the 
bottom right. Also contains various snapshot related controls such as Fire and Store. 

  Macros Panel ï Displays a list of assignable macro buttons capable of a variety of user functions. 

  Talkback Panel ï Contains controls related to the talkback such as Assign and Talk. 

 Copy Panel ï Contains controls which are used to copy, paste or reset various parameters 
throughout the application. 

 Solo Meter ï Large meter used to display the current solo level. 

 Minimised View ï Toggles between an expanded settings view used to display the majority of 
settings and controls within the 4REA4. 

 Channel Indicators ï Used to display the currently selected channel (left) and the buss which is 
currently being mixed to (right). 

 Home Button ï Displays the home menu. 

 Area Selection ï Used to select which area the controller screen displays. 
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3.2 Home 

When no screen mode is selected, the System screen displays a Home page with a System Status 
dashboard, real time clock and access to User login. 

i Press the Home key to come back to this page and present a familiar state of the display controls. 
Pressing this key will exit from any screen mode or menu, unselect the currently selected channel, make the 
current area the active Mix, and Layer A active across all fader banks. 

 

 

  System Status ï Displays a list of system components. A green tick indicates the component is 
running correctly. A red cross indicates that an error is detected. A blue icon appears when a non-critical 
event is logged. Click the component to display further information. 

  System Info ï Displays firmware version, current User, and the last snapshot and session recalled.  

When a system component is selected in the left column, information on that component is displayed here, 
for example status of PSU, cable redundancy, and Audio Sync Lock. 

If an error is detected, click on the óAn Error Occurredô message to open the Utility / History page and 
display the logs. Contact Support for assistance at support@digiconsoles.com 

  Press Switch User to access the User login page.  

i If a password is set for the current User, then this must be entered when the User logs in. 

  Clock ï Shows the time in hours, minutes, seconds. Set using the Utility / Utility / Date/Time 
screen. 
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3.3 User login 

The system Administrator can set up to 9 User Profiles to protect settings and restrict access to certain 
functions. Click Switch User on the Home page to log in as a different User. 

 

  Users list - Shows available Users. These can be configured and enabled in the Engine / Config / 
User Profiles screen. The Admin User is always displayed. Icons indicate if the User has a password or 
User Snapshot set. Click a User to select then click Login to change User. 

If a password is set, it needs to be entered using the keyboard when the User logs in using this screen or 
when the system is powered up. 

  User Snapshot ï If one is set, it is recalled automatically on login when the User is changed. It is not 
recalled when the system is powered down and up again while the same User is current. 
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4. Meters 

Different tabs give access to meters for all Input channels, all FX Sends and Returns, all Mixes, and up to 4 
configurable User views, as well as a Real Time Analyser.  

 

Meters tabs ï Channel name is shown below each meter. A gain reduction meter and gate active indicator 
are also displayed, these show activity in red when switched In, and in grey when switched out. 

The meter source point can be globally set for all Inputs and all Mixes independently. This does not affect 
the fader strip meter or any other screen metering.  

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Inputs or Mix meter tab to set the associated source point. This will 

affect the main display meters too. Options available for Inputs are Post Gain, Post Gate/EQ, Post 
Compressor, Post Delay. Options available for Mixes are Post Gain, Post Insert Return, Post EQ, Post GEQ, 
Post Compressor and Post Fader. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in a User tab to configure the User view. Click a channel and drag it to the 

lower part of the screen to configure, add spacers or rows as required, and press Apply to confirm.  

 

RTA ï A 1/3 octave Real Time Analyser for the active solo signal. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the RTA page to enable or disable the Show Peak Band option. When 

enabled, the RTA displays the dominant frequency as a red bar or by lighting the red Pk indicator on the 
related strip meter while in GEQ Fader Flip mode. 
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5. FX 

The FX screen gives access to the 16 virtual FX slots.  

 

  FX bar ï The 16 slots are shown across the top of the screen either empty or with FX devices loaded. 
The FX name, current Library preset and metering is shown next to each icon. Click and drag left to right to 
view all the FX slots. Click a device or empty slot to select. 

  Presets ï Click the Presets button to access the FX Presets. The Presets are grouped by FX type. 
You can choose to load one of many factory presets, or to recall a previously stored user preset from the 
show or directly from your USB key. Click to select a preset and click Recall to load. Click Store New to 
store the current FX settings as a User preset. Click Overwrite to update an existing preset with current 
settings. 

i See Appendix A in this guide for more details on FX types. 

  Switch between the Front Panel and Back Panel view. 

  Front Panel ï All key FX controls are presented here. Switch to the Back Panel to access routing 
settings. 

  Meters at the input and output of the currently selected FX are shown. If the FX is inserted on a 
channel, the In switch and Dry/Wet level controls are shown. If the FX is configured as a Buss->Return, 
then Solo, Mute, and fader level are displayed for both the send and return. Each FX Return has a 4-band 
EQ.  

Click the EQ switch to open the EQ window. 

i The FX Front Panel, presets button and EQ can also be accessed by the Processing Screen when an FX 
Send or Return is selected, or by the Processing Insert page when a channel with inserted FX is selected. 
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 Back Panel ï Use this view to edit the routing for the selected FX. Use the drop-down box to choose 
between Unassigned, Insert or Buss->Return.  

 Buss->Return patches the FX device as a system effect with a Send bus and a dedicated stereo FX 
Return channel. Select the bus you want the FX to use and click Apply to confirm. The source patch 
defaults to the corresponding FX Send bus if available in the current bus configuration. The output patch 
defaults to the dedicated stereo FX Return channel. You can reassign an FX output to a different Input 
channel using the Processing / Input Setup screen of such channel. 
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6. Routing 

Use this screen to patch inputs and outputs from / to analogue sockets, I/O Ports, A3232 ports, DMI Cards. 
The patch is presented as a matrix view with red boxes indicating an active connection. Crossed out red 
boxes indicate an invalid connection, for example when the output is not available in the current system 
configuration. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Routing screen to access the following preferences: 

Confirm when reassigning opens a confirmation pop-up whenever a patch is being changed. 

Only patch when the Patch button is pressed requires a two fingers operation to prevent accidental 
changes to the patch. Hold down the screen Patch button (Shift key) and click a cross-point to patch when 
this option is enabled. Hold down and draw a line on the matrix to quickly patch sources to destinations 1:1. 

Use full screen takes advantage of the full screen size when operating the Routing screen. 

Allow multiple tabs displays multiple items at the same time in the matrix view. 

 

6.1 Inputs 

Patch sources (displayed on top) to Input channels or to the Ext In of Mix channels (displayed on the left). 

 

  Navigation tabs ï Click an item to present its associated sources or channels to the matrix view.  

  Destinations ï Input and Mix channel names are displayed. A green tick appears when any source is 
assigned to the channel. Click a channel name or number to edit its name. 

  Zoom ï Use the two buttons provided or scroll to zoom in and out. Low levels of zoom provide a 
good overview of the I/O patch but disable cross-point operation to prevent accidental changes. 

  Sources ï The source number is greyed out if already patched, highlighted in red if +48V is detected 
at the socket, or striped when the input is not available in the current system configuration. 

Click a socket number to open a window with a list of current assignments and available controls for the 
socket, for example gain, +48V and Pad for a preamp, or SRC options for a digital input. 

  Matrix view ï With low levels of zoom, click an area of the matrix to zoom in. With higher levels of 
zoom, click on a cross-point to patch a source (Patch button disabled). A confirmation popup will appear if 
the Confirm when reassigning option is enabled. Click on an active cross-point to unassign. 
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6.2 Outputs 

Patch Mixes, Direct Outs, FX or Solo (displayed on the left) to outputs (displayed on top). 

  Sources ï Channel names are displayed. Click a channel name or number to edit its name. 

  Destinations ï The output number is greyed out if already in use, or striped when the output is not 
available in the current system configuration.  

Click a socket number to open a window with a list of current assignments and available controls for the 
socket.  

For example, click on a Local AES output to access its Polarity and Sample Rate settings. 

 

6.3 Tie Lines 

Use this page to patch any source (displayed on the left) directly to one or multiple destinations (displayed 
on top), without impacting on mix resources or bus configuration.  
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7. Bussing 

The Bussing screen lets you view and adjust sends, routing and assignments for the currently selected 
channel. It offers an alternative to using the fader strips, Mix keys and Assign / Pre keys. 

 

 

Input channels ï Displays routing, assignments and Direct Out controls. 

  Aux sends are shown as a purple bar if post-fade, or as a red bar if pre-fade. The bar is filled in if the 
channel is assigned to the Mix, the outline only is shown otherwise. Group assignments are shown as a 
purple dot. 

  Click the drop-down menu to select the Global Direct Output Source. This setting affects all channel 
Direct Outputs and can be set to Post Gain, Post LPF, Post Gate, Post Insert A Return, Post EQ, Post 
Compressor, Post Insert B Return, Post Delay. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Routing screen to access further options for the Direct Out 

including Follow Fader and Follow Mute.  

  Scroll in this area or scroll / click anywhere in the overview area to navigate the controls. Click On/Off 
to toggle the channel assignment to the Area Out, FX send, Aux, or Group. Click Pre/Post to switch the FX 
or Aux send pre-fade or post-fade. Click and drag the rotary control to adjust the send level or channel level 
to the Area Out. Click and drag a Pan control to adjust the send Pan (stereo sends and Area Out only). 

  CG assignments ï Click the On/Off buttons to toggle the channel assignment to the associated CG. 

  Direct Out ï Click and drag the control to adjust the Direct Out level. The current source point for the 
Direct Out is displayed. 
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Aux and FX sends ï Displays routing and assignments of Input channels, FX Returns and Groups to the 
selected Mix. 

  Sends overview ï Sends from Inputs, FX Returns and Groups are shown as a purple bar if post-
fade, as a red bar if pre-fade. The bar is filled in if the channel is assigned to the Mix, the outline only is 
shown otherwise. Use the tabs on top to display Inputs, FX Returns or Groups. 

  Mix Source ï The point within the channel signal path that feeds the selected Mix is set globally for 
each Mix using this drop-down menu. It can be set to Post Gain, Post Insert A Return, Post EQ, or Post 
Delay. 

  Routing controls ï Scroll in this area or click in the overview area to navigate the controls. Click 
On/Off to toggle the channel assignment to the Mix. Click Pre/Post to switch the channel send pre-fade or 
post-fade. Click and drag a rotary control to adjust the channel send level. Click and drag on a Pan control to 
adjust the channel send Pan (stereo sends only). 

 

 

Matrix sends ï Displays routing and assignments of Groups, Aux and Area Out mixes to the selected 
Matrix. 

  Sends overview ï Sends from Groups, Aux and Area Outs are shown as a purple bar if post-fade, 
as a red bar if pre-fade. The bar is filled in if the Mix is assigned to the Matrix, the outline only is shown 
otherwise.  

  Routing controls ï Scroll in this area or click in the overview area to navigate the controls. Click 
On/Off to toggle the Mix assignment to the Matrix. Click Pre/Post to switch the send pre-fade or post-fade. 
Click and drag a rotary control to adjust the send level. Click and drag a Pan control to adjust the send Pan 
(stereo Matrix only). 
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CG and Groups ï Displays channel assignments to the CG or Group. Click On/Off to toggle the channel 
assignment to the CG or Group. For CGs, use the tabs on top to display different channel types. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Routing screen to access the CG fader to 0dB option. This forces 

the CG level at 0dB.  
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8. Snapshots 

Use this screen to manage snapshots. Up to 800 snapshots may be stored, and one or more Cue Lists can 
be created from the snapshots. Global Safes and per snapshot Recall Scopes can be set to block certain 
parameters from recall. 

8.1 Snapshot Manager 

Gives access to the snapshot list for editing or recalling.  

  Snapshot list ï Choose to display the list of all 800 snapshots or the Current Cue List. The 
snapshot highlighted in blue is the currently selected snapshot and is displayed in the bottom left corner of 
the snapshot panel. The snapshot highlighted in green is the next snapshot and is displayed in bottom right 
corner of the snapshot panel.  

Scroll or click and drag up/down and click in the list to select a snapshot. Both the blue and green indicators 
will move to confirm the selection. Note that the Next (green) snapshot can be selected independently from 
the current snapshot using the Prev and Next buttons found in the snapshot panel.  

Icons in the snapshot list indicate the following: 

  A snapshot is stored in this memory location. 

  This is the last recalled snapshot, and is also displayed in the Home screen. 

  Duration is set for this snapshot. 

  Recall Scopes are set for this snapshot. 

  The snapshot is locked. 

  Name Click the Name box to type in a name up to 20 characters long for the currently selected 
snapshot. Click the Description box to enter a note about the snapshot.  

   Recall ï Click Fire in either the snapshot manager window or the snapshots panel to recall the Next 
(green) snapshot. This overwrites current settings with those stored in the snapshot being recalled. Click 
Undo Fire to restore the settings prior to a snapshot recall. 

  Modify ï All these functions affect the currently selected (blue) snapshot. 

Click Store in either the snapshot manager or the snapshot panel to store current parameters to the 
snapshot. Press the New button in the snapshot panel to store current parameters to the next available 
(empty) memory location. 

You can update only a selection of parameters to the current snapshot or a range of snapshots. Click 
Update to open the Update Snapshot Range window (see below).  

Click Delete to clear the name, content and Recall Scope of the snapshot. 

Click Recall Scope to view and edit the Recall Scope settings for the snapshot (see below).  
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Click the Lock button to lock the snapshot from any edit thus preventing accidental changes. 

Click Copy Scope Toé to copy the current recall scope settings to either a single snapshot, a range of 
snapshots or all snapshots. 

You can automate the recall of one or more other snapshots when you recall a snapshot. Touch Duration to 
open the Duration settings for the snapshot (see below). 

 Click Copy to copy the content and Recall Scope of the currently selected (blue) snapshot. Click the 
snapshot you wish to copy to and click the Paste button to paste. snapshot names and descriptions are not 
copied. 

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Snapshot Manager to access several snapshot management 

preferences: 

Snapshot Overwrite Confirmation displays a confirmation pop-up on snapshot store and when using the 
Snapshot Manager page. A confirmation pop-up is always displayed on snapshot delete. 

Snapshot Recall Confirmation displays a confirmation pop-up on Snapshot Recall when using the 
Snapshot Manager page. A confirmation pop-up is always displayed on snapshot delete. 

Disable Snapshot Buttons Disables all buttons in the snapshot panel to prevent accidental operation. 

Auto Store automatically stores current settings to the last recalled snapshot whenever a snapshot is 
recalled. It is typically used during soundcheck to save all changes to a snapshot before recalling a different 
one. 

i Auto Store affects the last recalled snapshot as displayed in the Home screen, this is not necessarily the 
currently selected (blue) snapshot. 

Track Embedded moves the Current (blue) highlight to the last recalled snapshot when Durations are set.  

Auto Increment moves the Next (green) pointer to the next available snapshot in the list whenever a 
snapshot is recalled, so that the Next Snapshot is always the Current Snapshot + 1. It allows recalling 
multiple sequential snapshots quickly with a single button press. 

Select To Fire lets you recall a snapshot simply by selecting its location in the snapshot list. The currently 
selected snapshot is highlighted in orange in this mode. 

i No confirmation pop-up is displayed when Select To Fire is active. Only use this option if really required. 

 

8.2 Recall Scope 

A Recall Scope prevents certain channels or parameters being overwritten by the snapshot recall. It only 
affects the snapshot it is associated with. 

Use the tabs on the left to view the different parameter groups. scroll to zoom in and out of the matrix view. 
Drag up/down or left/right to navigate through the matrix. Click an item to toggle. Allowed items will be 
recalled, Blocked items will not.  

Click a parameter label on top of the table to toggle one parameter for all channels. Click a channel label on 
left to toggle all parameters for one channel. Click All to toggle all items in the current tab or click Block All 
or Allow All to affect all items in all tabs. 

i Snapshot recall scope can be copied and pasted from the Snapshot Manager window ï see Section 9.1 
for details  
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8.3 Duration Recall 

You can automate the recall of one or more other snapshots when you recall a snapshot. A delay time can 
be set for each automatically recalled snapshot within the host snapshot. 

Set the Snapshot Number to select the Snapshot you wish to recall. Its name is displayed below the box. 
Set the Delay time for the snapshot recall. This is the time the system waits before recalling the Snapshot 
after you have recalled the host Snapshot. Time can be set from 0 sec (instant) to 4 minutes. Click Add to 
add the Snapshot to the list on the right.  

The list shows the recalled Snapshots together with delay times. Select one and click Remove to remove 
from the list. 

8.4 Update 

Update parameters in one or multiple snapshots. 

 

 

  Snapshot List ï Click to select the snapshot(s) to be included in the update. Any number and 
combination of snapshots can be selected from this list. 

   A snapshot is stored in this memory location. 

 This snapshot will be included in the update ï click to toggle. 

  Select Snapshots ï Quick options to select All, None or a Range of snapshots. 

  Scope ï Select one of the following options: 

Manual ï Click to open the Update Scope matrix and manually select which parameters to include in the 
update.  
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Use the tabs on the left to view the different parameter groups. Scroll to zoom in and out of the matrix view. 
Click and drag to navigate through the matrix. Click an item to toggle. Items highlighted in green will be 
updated, all other items will be ignored. Click the + and ï symbols to show and hide nested parameters. 

Click a parameter label on top of the table to toggle one parameter for all channels. Click a channel label on 
the left to toggle all parameters for one channel. Click Update All to select all items, or Update None to 
deselect all items. 

Auto Tracking ï This option tracks all parameter changes made by the user. After making the desired 
changes to parameters you can Apply these changes to the selected snapshot(s).  
 

This pop-up indicates the system is in Auto Tracking mode and parameter changes are being recorded. 
Click the pop-up at any time to return to the Update page and Apply or Cancel the changes 

  Mode ï Select the update mode: 

Absolute - Overwrites the target parameters in the selected snapshot(s) with the current values. 

Use Absolute mode to change a parameter in multiple snapshots to a fixed value 
Example: Change CH1 fader level to 0dB in all snapshots. 

Relative - Changes to level parameters (Gain/Fader/Send/Master) are applied relatively to the selected 
parameters in the target snapshot(s).  

Use Relative mode to change a parameter in multiple snapshots by a fixed value 
Example: Increase CH1 fader level by +3dB in all snapshots. 

i Non-level parameter changes in Relative mode will be applied Absolutely to the target snapshot(s). 

i When performing a Manual-Relative update, only parameters that have changed since the last snapshot 
recall will be applied to the target snapshot(s). 

  Update ï Select Apply to update the selected parameter(s) in the target snapshot(s). Press Cancel 
to discard the update. 
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8.5 Cue List Editor 

A Cue List is a custom list of snapshots selected from the list of available snapshots.  Cue Lists can be 
named, saved, recalled and deleted. 

  Current Cue List ï Drag and drop snapshots here to create a Cue List. Snapshots can be placed in 
any order and repeated any number of times in the list. To remove a snapshot from the Cue List, click the 
trash can icon to the right of the snapshot name. 

  Click Save to name and store the current Cue List. Click Load to select and open a previously saved 
Cue List. Click Clear Current and confirm to remove all snapshots from the current Cue List.  

Click Move Up or Move Down to move the selected snapshot in the current Cue List.  

Click Overwrite and confirm to update a saved list with the current Cue List. Click Manage to open a list of 
saved Cue Lists and delete one or more. 

8.6 Import 

Import allows the user to import one or more snapshots from an existing session into the current session. 
This might be useful for example in festival situations where snapshots from a guest engineerôs session are 
imported into the current session - without any audio interruption - and then filtered as required. 

  Local Snapshots ï A list of snapshots in the currently loaded session. 

  Select Session ï Click to select the Session that contains the snapshot(s) you wish to import. 

Click on the dropdown menu to toggle between session locations ï USB or User. 

 

  Selected Session ï A list of snapshots in the session you wish to import from. Drag and drop 
snapshots from this column into the Local snapshots column to import them into your session. 
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8.7 Global Snapshot Safes 

Snapshot Safes prevent certain channels or parameters being overwritten by a snapshot recall. Contrary to 
the Recall Scope, this setting is global, affecting ANY snapshot recall. It is typical for certain settings such as 
macro assignments to be made safe so their settings are global within the session. 

 

 

 

 

Scroll to zoom in and out of the matrix view. Drag up/down or left/right to navigate through the table. Click an 
item to toggle its state.  

Safe items (Indicated by a green tick) will not be recalled. 

  Use the tabs on the left to view the different parameter groups. 

  Click the + and ï symbols to show and hide nested parameters. 

  Click a channel label on left to toggle all parameters for one channel.  

  Click a parameter label on top of the table to toggle one parameter for all channels. 

  Click All to toggle all items in the current tab, 

  Safe All or Safe None to affect all items in all tabs. 

 

A red ñSò in a screen tab indicates that one or more items have been ñSafedò in that tab. 

A green ñAò indicates that a parameter is ñAllowedò to be changed by a Snapshot. 
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8.8 Area Safes 

The snapshot list is divided into four sections, each section is associated with a single area and has a total 
of 200 snapshots. Snapshots 1 ï 200 are associated with Area 1, snapshots 201 ï 400 with Area 2, 
snapshots 401 ï 600 with Area 3 and snapshots 601 ï 800 with Area 4.  

An Area Safe prevents certain channels or parameters being overwritten by any snapshot recall which is not 
associated with the selected area. This allows an engineer to quickly safe parameters for all snapshots in 
the current areas section.  

 

Use the tabs on the left to view the different parameter groups. Scroll to zoom in and out of the matrix view. 
Drag up/down or left/right to navigate through the matrix. Click an item to toggle. ñAllowedò items will be 
recalled, ñSafedò items will not.  

Click a parameter label on top of the table to toggle one parameter for all channels. Click a channel label on 
the left to toggle all parameters for one channel. Click All to toggle all items in the current tab or click Block 
All or Allow All to affect all items in all tabs. 

i Note that multiple Controller instances on the same 4REA4 will always share the 4REA4 engine settings, 
including processing and mixing. 
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9. Engine Setup 

These pages give access to the bus configuration, Input stereo configuration, network settings, audio 
settings and User Profiles. 

9.1 Config / Structure 

Use this page to reconfigure the architecture of the 48 Mix busses available.  

  Bus configuration ï Click and drag a box to set the number of mono / stereo Groups, FX sends, Aux 
sends and Matrix outputs. You can choose any combination but note that mono busses can only be added / 
removed in pairs. 

  Displays the number of busses and FX sends remaining and warns if you exceed the maximum. 

 

9.2 Config / Input Stereos 

Displays the current mono/stereo configuration of the 128 Input channels. Stereo channels are highlighted in 
green. Click the buttons to change the configuration and press Apply to confirm. Stereo channels use a 
single fader strip and all their processing controls are linked. 
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9.3 Config / Name  

Use this page to change the name of a single channel or reset the name of a range of channels. Name of 
individual channels can be edited from the Processing Screen. 

  Channel Selection - Set the channel Type from the drop-down menu. Click Select All or set the 
Start and End to select a range of channels. 

  Name ï Press Reset to restore the default channel names to the selected range. Click the name box 
to edit the name when a single channel is selected. 

9.4 Config / Network 

Use this page to configure the IP Address and Unit Name to identify the 4REA4 on the network. 

  IP Settings ï To set a static IP Address, click the IP Address box and type in the address. Make 
sure the Subnet Mask and Gateway are valid, and all devices on the network including Wi-Fi routers, access 
points or laptops have unique but compatible addresses. 

The default 4REA4 IP Address is 192.168.1.70 with Subnet Mask 255.255.255.0 and Gateway 
192.168.1.254. You can restore these defaults by clicking the Reset button. 

Enable DHCP to allocate an IP Address to the 4REA4 by a network DHCP server, for example a Wi-Fi 
router.  

i Only use DHCP when a DHCP server is connected to the 4REA4. If DHCP is enabled and the 4REA4 is 
powered up while no server is present, it can take longer than usual for the system to boot. 

  Unit Name ï A name with up to 16 characters can be set to identify the 4REA4 on the network. The 
default is ó4REA4ô. 

  Connections ï Displays the number of active network connections to the 4REA4. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 2 

3 

1 

2 



 4REA4 Controller Software User Guide 45 V1.30 

 
 

9.5 Config / User Profiles 

Up to 10 User Profiles including an Administrator can be set to restrict operator access and protect selected 
functions. 

 

  Users ï The Admin user has access to all functions and can set permissions and allocate passwords 
if required for the other users. The password, if one is set, is required when the User logs in or changes 
User. Icons in the list indicate if a password is set and if the User is active.  

Click a User to edit its profile. Click Active to enable this User in the Home / Switch User screen.  

  Settings ï Click the User Name box to enter a name up to 16 characters. Click the Password box to 
set or change a password up to 16 characters. Click the Comment box to enter an additional note. 

Click the User Snapshot drop-down to select a snapshot to recall automatically when the User logs in. This 
will overwrite current settings. A User Snapshot can ensure that the mixer is restored to a known starting 
point for the User. 

i The User snapshot only recalls when the User is changed. It does not recall when the same User logs in 
or the system is powered up without changing User. 

Press Set Permissions to open the Permissions window (see below). 

i User Profiles are stored in the 4REA4 engine. They are not stored in sessions. 

 

User permissions ï Each User can have their own set of Permissions applied. Use the tabs across the top 
of the window to view and set different groups of permissions. Select an item in the list and toggle the 
Enabled/Disabled button as required. The window on the right provides a description of the functions 
included in the currently selected item. Use the Enable All / Disable All buttons to quickly toggle all items in 
the currently open tab. Click Apply to accept the changes. 

i NOTE: These User Profiles and Permissions also apply to the A-PAD 4REA4 iPad App. 

There is also a Quick Setup option to create a standard set of permissions (V1.10+). Press the Quick Setup 
button, select an Area and then select either Enable All, Disable All or Area User. 
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Area User provides a recommended typical set of permissions for a single Area user ï these can 
subsequently be edited as required. 

    

 

9.6 Config / Area Manager (V1.10+) 

Use this view to define which channels will appear in the strip assign view for each area. In this way, 
Administrators can pre-define which channels are accessible in which areas. Options offer the ability to 
restrict channel assignment to only one area and automatically set channel safes and reset bussing when 
channels are moved from one area to another. 

The above Area settings will result in the Strip Assign view below displaying channels 1-8 as available to 
Area 1 

i NOTE: In the example below, channels 15 & 16 are also available in Area 1 because they have been 
assigned to All Areas in the Area Manager view above. 

  Area Selection ï Select a specific area or all areas to view and adjust which channels will be 
available in that area. 
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  Assigned Area Indicator ï When a channel has been made available in an area (or all areas) a 
number will show which area the channel is assigned to. 

  Assigned to this Area Highlight ï To make a channel available in an area, click on the channel in 
the display and it will be highlighted in orange.  

  Assignment Options ï There are 3 options available which are only available if the first one is 
active: 

¶ Prevent Assignment to Multiple Areas ï if this option is selected, channels can only be made 
available in one area.  
 

i NOTE: If channels are already assigned to areas, activating this option will remove all channels 
that havenôt already been selected as being assignable to a particular area. 

It is recommended that channels are assigned to be available in the required areas before this option 
is activated 

¶ Reset Bussing on Area Change ï if this option is available (prevent Assignment to Multiple Areas 
is active) and set, changing the area assignment of a channel will reset all of its buss routes to default 
settings. This avoids channels that are routed to busses in one area retaining that buss routing when 
the channel is moved to another area. 

¶ Set Area Safes on Area Change - if this option is available (prevent Assignment to Multiple Areas 
is active) and set, changing the area assignment of a channel will set relevant Snapshot Area Safes 
accordingly.  
Eg If a channel is made available in Area 2, it will automatically be made safe from snapshot recall 
in Areas 1, 2 and 3. 

 

9.7 Audio / I/O Settings 

These tabs display information on the fitted card in the DMI and A3232 Ports and gives access to any 
relevant options. 
See Appendix D for module specific information. 

i Note that DMI Cards and SD Rack (Local) cards must not be ñhot swappedò ï to insert or remove cards, 
please power down the 4REA4 Unit first 

i Note that clock, redundancy and other options for the Dante and Waves DMI cards are accessed by the 
Audinate and Waves software respectively. Access to these settings is not provided by the 4REA4 interface. 

 

9.8 Audio / Audio Sync 

Use the Audio Sync page to set the audio clock options for the system.  

  Audio Clock Source ï Select the clock source for the 4REA4 system. Set to Internal (96kHz) to use 
the internal audio clock, this is the default setting. Set to a DMI Port to sync from an audio networking card, 
or Engine Ext BNC to sync from a 96kHz Wordclock provided at the BNC input of the 4REA4. 

i When linking two or multiple systems together using audio networking cards, the óMasterô system 
(typically the one that has control over the preamps) is set to Internal and all other systems are set to sync 
from the relevant I/O Port. 

i Only sync from 96kHz sources. 
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9.9 Audio / Source Selector 

The Source Select page allows the configuration of up to 20 Source Selectors, each with up to 20 sources, 
that can be controlled via GPIO or AC Remote Controllers. 

Sources configured in a Source Selector are mutually exclusive on the output Mix. This can be used for 
example for selection of background music in a room, with automatic crossfades when switching sources. 

i Note that any Input or Group routed to the selected output Mix but not selected as a member will not be 
affected by the Source Selector. This allows for a priority mic, paging, announcement or alarm system to be 
always routed to the output Mix regardless of the active source in the Source Selector. 

 

  Sources: Inputs / Groups ï Use the vertical tabs to switch between inputs and groups. Drag and 
drop inputs and/or groups into the lower pane to add them to a Source Select group. 

  Source selector members ï This area shows the members of the currently selected Source Select 
group along with the current level. Each group can contain up to 20 sources which can be any combination 
of inputs and groups. 

Once a source has been added to the group, touch the source to specify the name and on-level for the 
source. The name specified for a source here is independent from the name used for the source elsewhere 
in the system so you can give ñfriendlyò labels to the sources for the operators. 

  Source Selector ï Touch to select a Source Select group. Up to 20 Source Select groups can 
configured. 

  Output ï Touch to select a stereo or mono AUX or Area Out that is used as the output for the source 
select group.  

  Fade In/Out Time ï Set Fade In and Fade Out times between sources of up to 10s. 
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9.10 Audio / Audio Playback 

Audio WAV files can be stored and played by the 4REA4 and used as an input source to any Input channel 
in mono or stereo. 

Files must first be uploaded to the 4REA4 from the computer running the Controller software. 

 

 

 With the Controller computer connected to the 4REA4, click on Upload File and select the required 
audio file from the Controller computerôs drive ï then follow the on-screen instructions to upload the file. 

 When the file has been uploaded it can be routed to an input channel in the Routing/Inputs screen 
and then assigned to an output or buss in the normal way. 

Playback can be triggered by the Controller software Macro buttons, the 4REA4 front panel Macro buttons or 
by a switch on an A Controller device. Assign the Track Playback function to the button and select the 
required track (WAV file) from those available on the 4REA4. 
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9.11 Audio / AMM 

The Automatic Mic Mixer (AMM) provides automatic level control of multiple microphones for spoken word 
applications such as conferences and discussion panels involving several participants each with their own 
mic around a table. This improves intelligibility and can reduce the risk of feedback by reducing the levels of 
mics which are not being spoken into. Once set, the AMM needs little or no change at all whilst still allowing 
the engineer to maintain absolute control of the mix. 
 

i The AMM is intended for speech applications, not music. 

Main View 

 

 
 
The AMM uses a 'constant gain sharing' algorithm to dynamically adjust the gain for each mic proportional to 
its input level. Louder signals will receive more gain in the mix. 
 
Priority Level - For each channel you can set a priority 'level' which will offset the amount of gain going into 
the mix calculation and therefore give a higher or lower artificial gain to that channel. This is a variable slider 
with a range from -15dB (low priority) through 0dB (no offset) in the middle to +15dB (high priority) at the top. 
 
ON - When switched to 'ON' the AMM sets the channel fader to '0' and then takes automatic control using its 
own gain element just after each fader. 
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Input Assign 

 

The Input Assign window is used to specify the number of AMMs and the members of each AMM.  

 Inputs ï Drag and drop inputs from this area into the desired AMM. All 128 inputs can be accessed, 

in blocks of 32, via the tabs above the input strips. Turn on Block Select and touch the first and last item 
you wish to assign to drag a range of channels into the lower window.  

 AMM(s) ï Here you can view the members of each active AMM. To remove an input from an AMM, 

drag and drop the item to the upper pane. A Clear button is provided to quickly remove all inputs from an 
AMM. 

  Number of AMMs ï Choose between 1, 2 and 4 AMM groups: 

1 AMM = Maximum 64 members 
2 AMM = Maximum 32 members per AMM 
4 AMM = Maximum 16 members per AMM 

Settings in the Setup screen are applied to all active AMM zones.  

AMM Setup 

 
 
Side Chain Filter - Set High Pass and Low Pass filters to cut off frequencies below and above the normal 
speech range that may cause false triggering of the mics. 
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9.12 Talkback 

Use this screen to assign and configure Talkback.  

Assign ï Click a Mix button to assign Talkback. 

Settings ï Use this page to choose the Talkback source and set its options. 

  General ï The default Talk switch operation is momentary (press and hold while talking). Turn on 
Enable Latching for latching operation (press to turn on, press again to turn off). 

Enable Dim Solo on Talkback attenuates the soloed signal while talking to prevent feedback from the 
engineerôs monitor into the Talkback microphone. 

  Source Select ï Use the drop-down menu and Socket box to select the Talkback source from any 
system input. Press Apply to confirm. 

  Talkback Source Input Setup ï Set the source Gain, Trim, Pad and phantom power. You can also 
make the source Safe from snapshot recall. 

  HPF ï High Pass Filter frequency and In/Out switch. 
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9.13 Mute Groups 

4REA4 provides 8 Mute Groups in addition to the 24 CGs. This page lets you assign channels and mixes to 
Mute Groups and control Mute masters. You can assign one or more macros to control the Mute Groups 
using the Engine / Control / Macros menu. 

  Select the Mute Group using the tabs at the top of the page. 

  These tabs let you navigate all available Input channels, FX Returns and Mixes. 

  Click the on/off buttons to toggle the channel assignments to the Mute Group. 

  Click Mute to mute the Mute Group. Click Solo to listen to the contribution of the channels assigned 
to the Mute Group in the Monitor system. Click Macro Setup to open the Engine / Control / Macros menu 
should you wish to assign the Mute Group to a Macro. 
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9.14 SigGen 

The Signal Generator provides a test signal to help you align and test components of a sound system. 

Assign ï Click a Mix button to assign the SigGen. The signal routes through the Mix processing, therefore 
will be affected by the Mix EQ and compressor. 
i The SigGen is disabled while Talkback is active.   

Settings ï The SigGen Level can be set from fully off to full scale +18dB. Click the Mute button to turn off.  

There are 4 types of signal available:  

Sine - A pure tone. Set the frequency using the Frequency box. This can be swept across the full audio 
spectrum from 20Hz to 20kHz.  

White Noise - A signal containing all audio frequencies with equal energy per Hz. 

Pink Noise - A signal containing all audio frequencies with equal energy per octave, a logarithmic curve and 
typically used for testing speakers and room response. 

Band Pass Noise - Band filtered pink noise centred around the frequency set using the Frequency control. 
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9.15 Controllers 

Up to 8 GPIO modules and 16 A-Control remote controllers per device type are configurable, each with its 
own assignments and functions.  

i Refer to the AC Remote Controller Getting Started Guides for information on the device hardware and 
connection. 

Adding Remote Controllers to the Engine / Controllers / Device Manager configures an independent set of 
controls that can be used with or without 4REA4 Controller Software connection, for applications such as 
personal monitoring, room control etc. 

Add a device to the Control / Controllers / Device Manager instead to assign Sel and Mix keys to the A-
Control device and use the remote controller as an extension of the 4REA4 Controller software 

  Select the device tab using the tabs on top and select one of the 16 locations in the list. The list 
shows the unit name of assigned devices. 

 The link icon will display green when the physical device is connected to the network and synchronised. 
It will display red when the device is not present or synchronising after being added. 

i The key and fader / rotary assignments for each device are stored in snapshots. They are not stored on 
the physical device. These settings belong to the device location in the list, for example you can assign 
functions and parameters to a location prior to adding a device, or you can remove a device without affecting 
the functions and parameters of its location. 

  Add Device ï Click to assign a physical AC controller to the selected location in the list. 

Remove Device ï Click to unassign an AC controller from the selected location. 

  Unit Name ï click to edit the name of the selected device. 

Network ï click to edit the IP address, subnet, and DHCP setting for the selected device. The default 
settings are: 

AC6 - IP 192.168.1.72 Subnet Mask 255.255.255.0 Gateway 192.168.1.254 DHCP off 
AC8 - IP 192.168.1.73 Subnet Mask 255.255.255.0 Gateway 192.168.1.254 DHCP off 

i To avoid network conflicts, make sure all connected IP controllers are assigned a unique name and IP 
address. 
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9.16 Remote Control / Quick Setup 

Quick Setup lets you quickly assign one or multiple channels to the AC controller strips, automatically 
mapping the keys and faders / rotaries to a set of default functions and parameters.  

ḛ Before you start, click Setup and click anywhere in this screen to edit the default settings for Quick Setup. 

These settings determine the function of the strips at the moment of assigning to the AC device. They donôt 
affect strips which are already assigned. 

  Drag and drop channels into the desired position in the lower window. Use the tabs on the left to view 
different types of channels available, and the tabs on top to navigate to higher / lower number channels. 

Turn on Block Select and click the first and last item you wish to assign to drag a range of channels.  

  Drag channels out of the box to unassign. 

  Set the active Number of Layers from the dropdown menu and select the Layer you want to assign 
channels to. Up to 6 buttons on the AC Controller will be automatically assigned to the Layer selection. 
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9.17 Remote Control / Advanced 

Advanced allows one-by-one assignment of buttons and faders / rotaries.  

   Click a strip header to expand the view and display the assigned functions or parameters for the 
strip.  

 Click a control to assign a function or parameter. Note that the screen will display two rows of rotary 
controls for the AC6. The lower row is the main function, the upper row is the secondary (push ón turn) 
function.  

  Select the Layer you want to edit. 

The following parameters can be assigned to each type of control: 

Main Rotary Function Secondary Rotary 
Function (Shift) 

Key Function Fader Function 

Input Level 

Buss Level 

CG Level 

Aux Send Level 

FX Send Level 

Matrix Send Level 

Source Selector Level 

Pan 

Area/Aux Send Pan 

FX Send Pan 

Matrix Send Pan 

Source Selector Source 

Snapshot Select 

Mute 

Solo 

Solo Clear 

Snapshot Controls 

Tap Tempo 

Custom MIDI 

Talkback Assign 

Mute Group 

Level Up 

Level Down 

Send Level Up  

Send Level Down 

Layer Change 

LCD View 

Fader On-Off 

Fader Start 

Track Playback 

AMM Control 

Generate GPO 

Input Level 

Buss Level 

CG Level 

Aux Send Level 

FX Send Level 

Matrix Send Level 

Pan 

Area/Aux Send Pan 

FX Send Pan 

Matrix Send Pan 
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9.18 Remote Control / Simulator 

Use this screen to simulate the operation of the selected device.  

Click a button on the screen to control the assigned function. Click and drag a fader / rotary control to control 
the assigned parameter. 

 

9.19 Engine / Control 

The Engine/Control tab allows access to the setup of the 8 x 4REA4 front panel Macro keys and the onboard 
Engine GPIO ports. 

Setup of the front panel Macros is done in Engine/Control/Macros/Advanced and the procedure is the 
same as the Controller application Macros detailed in Control / Macros in Section 10 of this manual. 
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The brightness of the front panel Macro buttons and Switches can be controlled in 
Engine/Control/Macros/Display. 

 

The onboard Engine GPIO ports are configured in Engine/Control/GPIO/Advanced.  

Click on one of the 8 x on-screen GPIO IN or OUT buttons to open a display where a function can be 
selected from a drop-down list. 

Use the Simulator screen to simulate the operation of the device.  
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10.  Control Setup 

These pages let you configure the strip layout, macros, control preferences, CG Spills, audio settings and 
Controllersô Settings. 

 

10.1 Control / Strip Assign 

Any combination of Input channels, FX, Group, Aux, Area Outs and CG strips can be assigned to the 6 
layers of faders. This lets you customise the controller layout to suit the application. The layout is stored 
within snapshots and can be made Safe from snapshot recall.  

The factory Template Sessions (see Appendix C) provide an empty layout and a classic layout with Input 
channels on the left and Mix masters on the right to give you a starting point. 

Current assignments are shown in the lower window arranged in Banks and Layers.  

  Drag and drop channels into the desired position in the lower window. Use the tabs on the left to view 
different types of channels available, and the tabs on top to navigate to higher / lower number channels. 

Turn on Block Select and click the first and last item you wish to assign to drag a range of channels into the 
lower window. If you drop more channels than there are strips available then they will wrap into the next 
Layer overwriting channels currently assigned there. 

  Drag channels out of the window to unassign.  

ḛ Click Setup and click anywhere in the Strip Assign page to access the assign preferences. Turn on Sync 

Selected Layer with Control to make the screen follow the active Layer on the Controller software for the 
selected Bank. 
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10.2 MIDI Control (V1.10+) 

4REA4 can be controlled via a TCP/IP MIDI connection TCP/IP control is available via any Network port on 
the 4REA4.  

Messages are sent using the MIDI format, as described in 4REA4 MIDI TCP IP Protocol V1.0#5.pdf and in 
4REA4 MIDI table V1.0.pdf (these documents are available at:  
https://www.digico.biz/docs/about/manuals_1.shtml ) 

The 4REA4 uses a range of MIDI channel numbers within the TCP/IP messages.  Make sure that the 
TCP/IP message MIDI channel number and the MIDI channel number range set on the 4REA4 using its 
Utility / Control / MIDI screen are in the same range. 

In 4REA4 Controller, fader strips can be assigned as MIDI Strips. There are 32 MIDI Strips available. Each 
can be assigned to transmit a custom MIDI message. This is ideal for controlling audio within a Digital Audio 
Workstation (DAW), a slave mixer, or parameters on external equipment such as effects devices. 

The set of MIDI messages for each strip can be customized to suit user requirement. Leave the default 
values for use with MIDI Control. 

 

MIDI Control Application 

The DiGiCo 4REA4 MIDI Control application allows 4REA4 to control DAW software on Mac OS or Windows 
and emulate popular HUI or Mackie Control protocols.  

It can be downloaded from: https://www.digico.biz/docs/about/offlne_software_1.shtml 

4REA4 can send and respond to MIDI messages as detailed in the MIDI Protocol specification documents 
available for download from https://www.digico.biz/docs/about/manuals_1.shtml .  

MIDI Control can present these messages on a virtual MIDI port in Mac OS or Windows, or alternatively 
translate these messages to emulate a basic control surface.  

After installation, launch MIDI Control and click on Show Preferences in the MIDI Control tray menu to 
access the configuration panel.  

Configure the MIDI Control driver and connect the 4REA4 to the computer before opening your DAW.  

MIDI Channel Select the MIDI channel to match the 4REA4 MIDI Channel Range setting found in Utility > 
Control > MIDI.  

This is normally set to 2 on the MIDI Control application. 

NOTE: For DAW Control the MIDI Channel must be set to 2 

Protocol Select the control protocol (HUI or Mackie Control) to suit your DAW or select MIDI Thru to work 
with the standard set of MIDI messages to / from the 4REA4 (no translation). 

Connection Select TCP/IP for Cat5 network connection.  

Select the 4REA4 from the drop-down box or select Custom and type in the IP address of the 4REA4, then 
tick the Connect checkbox. Make sure your Computer and the 4REA4 are set to compatible IP addresses 
within the same subnet.  

             

 

The two squares at the bottom right of the window display MIDI I/O activity. To check you are connected to 
the mixer, move any MIDI fader on the 4REA4 Controller and the left square should flash.  

Follow the instructions specific to your DAW to assign the faders, Solo, Sel/Mix and Mute buttons from the 
MIDI strips to track level, Solo, Select and Mute in your DAW. This will also assign MMC transport controls 

Select one of: 

HUI 

Mackie Control 

MIDI THRU 

 

 

 

 

Match MIDI Channel to 
4REA4 MIDI Channel 

range setting 

 

 

 
Select specific 4REA4 

or Custom and enter an 
IP address 

 

 

 

https://www.digico.biz/docs/about/manuals_1.shtml
https://www.digico.biz/docs/about/offlne_software_1.shtml
https://www.digico.biz/docs/about/manuals_1.shtml
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from the 4REA4 Controller to the corresponding DAW controls. If the Bank Up / Down function is assigned to 
the 4REA4ôs Macro Buttons, fader bank navigation will also be enabled in the DAW.  

 

4REA4 Controller Fader strips can be assigned as MIDI Strips. There are 32 MIDI Strips available. Each can 
be assigned to transmit a custom MIDI message. This is ideal for controlling audio within a Digital Audio 
Workstation (DAW), a slave mixer, or parameters on external equipment such as effects devices. MIDI 
Strips can be renamed. They are stored within snapshots and can be made Safe from snapshot recall. 

Custom MIDI messages can be assigned to faders, all six rotary functions (Gain, Pan and Custom 1-4), 
Mute, Mix and Solo keys. To configure the messages click the midi channel and navigate to the Midi Strip 
menu found in the processing window. 

 

 

MIDI Strip ï Click the top left box to set name and colour for the MIDI Strip. Click a control box to type in a 
custom MIDI message where <VAR> represents a variable value.  

Turn Local on if you want the key LED indicator to follow local presses. Turn this off if you want the indicator 
to follow remote messages (MIDI tally).  

The following default CC and Note on/off messages are assigned within the factory Template Sessions for 
MIDI Strips 1-32 (hex values shown):  

Å Fader  =     B1, 00, <VAR> to B1, 1F, <VAR> 

Å Rotary Gain  =    B2, 00, <VAR> to B2, 1F, <VAR> 

Å Rotary Pan  =    B2, 20, <VAR> to B2, 3F, <VAR> 

Å Rotary Custom 1  =   B2, 40, <VAR> to B2, 5F, <VAR> 

Å Rotary Custom 2  =   B2, 60, <VAR> to B2, 7F, <VAR> 

Å Mute key  =    91, 00, <VAR> to 91, 1F, <VAR> 

Å Mix key  =    91, 20, <VAR> to 91, 3F, <VAR> 

Å Solo key  =    91, 40, <VAR> to 91, 5F, <VAR> 
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10.3 Control / Macros 

4REA4 Controller provides up to 26 assignable keys on the right of the application.  

    Open the Function drop-down menu and select the function to assign. Set the Channel Type and 
Channel Number to select the required channel (only applies to certain functions). Turn on Invert LED if 
you want the macro LED to be lit when the function is off. Press Apply to confirm the changes. 

i Macro assignments are stored within snapshots. To prevent macro assignments to be overwritten on 
snapshot recall, you can make one, a selection or all Safe using the Snapshots / Global Safes screen. 

Available Macro functions are as follows: 

¶ Unused 

¶ Mute ï Mute control for any input channel, bus or CG 

¶ Sel ï Quick access to processing for a channel 

¶ Mix ï Quick access to a specific Mix 

¶ Solo ï Quick access to a selected Solo 

¶ Solo Clear ï Turns off all currently active Solo keys 

¶ Sel Mix Solo Snapshot ï Combination on single key, for example to recall a specific per-Mix strip layout 
when mixing monitors 

¶ CG Spill Active ï Turns CG Spill mode on/off 

¶ Snapshot Controls ï Quick access to snapshot controls (Fire, Store etc.) 

¶ Tap Tempo - Assign to any of the 16 FX L or R tap 

¶ Custom MIDI - Transmit a custom MIDI message string 

¶ Talkback Assign - Talkback to different outputs 

¶ Mute Group ï Mutes/unmutes the specified Mute Group 

¶ Level Up ï Tap to increase level for faders 

¶ Level Down ï Tap to decrease level for faders 

¶ Send Level Up ï Tap to increase level for Aux sends 

¶ Send Level Down ï Tap to decrease level for Aux sends 

¶ Fader On/Off ï Intended for triggering GPO messages 

¶ Fader Start - Intended for triggering GPO messages 

¶ Track Playback ï Press to start/pause hold to stop ready to start from the beginning. 
 

  Click one of the Macro buttons on the right of the screen to select it. Drag up / down to scroll. 
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10.4 Control / Control Preferences 

 

  Custom Rotary Functionsï Use the drop-down menus to select the required Function for each 
Custom strip rotary control. Available functions are Unused, Direct Out, Send Level (Aux or FX sends), HPF 
Frequency, Compressor Threshold, and Channel Level. Click Apply to confirm the change. 

  Display Parameter Values on LCD will display the fader position in dB value or value of the rotary 
function every time the fader or rotary are moved. 

No Sends On Faders inhibits sends on faders when pressing any Mix key. The channel faders will always 
control the Input main levels or Mix masters when this option is enabled. You can still control the send levels 
by using the strip rotary Sends function, Soft Rotaries Sends, or the Bussing screen. 

  Layer Link ï Click the buttons to link or unlink the Layers across the fader banks. Selecting a Layer 
on a linked bank will select the same Layer across all linked banks. 

10.5 Control Group (CG) Spills 

CG Spills populate the application with only the channels assigned to a CG, temporarily overriding the 
current strip layout, whenever a CG Mix button is pressed. 

The CG Mix function can be assigned to Macros, which allows spills to be used when CG strips are not in 
the active Layer. 

  Order ï The order in which the channels are displayed on the Surface. Set to Numerical to follow the 
channel number, or Strip to follow the order of the strip layout at the moment of the spill. 

  Layout ï Set to Auto to automatically spill to the fader banks not used by the CG. Set to Manual to 
manually select the fader banks for the spill.  

  Spill Active ï Click to enable or disable the CG Spills function globally. This switch can be assigned 
to a Macro and used as a quick way to restore the normal strip layout whichever spill might be active.   
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10.6 Audio / Solo 

Set your preferences for the solo monitoring system.  

The strip solo key operates in the following way: 

¶ Input solo overrides mix solo 

¶ Releasing input solo restores previous mix solo 

 

  Solo Number ï Set the solo bus that the 4REA4 will use for the monitoring system. This affects the 
function of the solo keys, Listen key, and audio to the 4REA4 headphones.  

When more than 1 solo bus is configured in the Engine / Config / Structure screen, multiple operators can 
share the same 4REA4 system whilst using different solo busses.  

i The 4REA4 headphones output is defaulted to solo bus 1. 

i The RTA function is fixed to solo bus 1 

i Delay, PFL Trim and Ext Input to Solo Source are available for solo busses 1 and 2 only. 

  Mix Follows Bus Solo automatically makes a Mix key active when a Mix solo key is pressed. 

Mix Follows Input Solo automatically makes a Mix key active when an Input solo key is pressed. 

Sel Follows Solo automatically selects a channel when its solo key is pressed. 

Additive Mode sums solo selections when turned on. Selections auto-cancel when turned off. 

Select either PFL (pre-fade listen) or AFL (after-fade listen) for Input channels and Mix (Output) masters 
when the strip solo keys are pressed. 

  Ext Ip to Solo Source ï Use the drop-down menu to select and assign an external signal to the solo 
monitor, for example an I/O Port input for óshoutô communication  

When assigned, controls for the preamp Gain, Trim, PAD and phantom power will appear in the window to 
the right. 

  A Delay up to 682ms can be set to align the solo signal with the acoustic sound from the stage. 

PFL Trim adjusts the PFL signal from -inf to 10dB. This avoids loud PFL levels in situations where the Mix 
output levels are low.  
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